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Charlie Company at LZ 501N
14 February

By nightfall, Charlie Company was dug-in at LZ 501N. Lacking their 8mm mortars, the company
commander placed the weapons platoon in the perimeter for maximum fire-power. The platoons were
arranged in sequence in a counter-clockwise pattern. The company CP was located off-center in anticipation
ofthe arrival of the battalion CP and the supporting artillery the following day. Each platoon was responsible
for the emplacement of a listening post outside the perimeter in front of their respective platoon sector.
DEFCONSs were registered on the two hill masses southwest and southeast of the perimeter.
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The Enemy Situation
14-15 February

During the night of 14 February, the NVA 8™ Battalion, 66™ Infantry Regiment moved into their assault
positions south of Landing Zone 501N. By 0700 on the 15™, the 7" Company was in position southwest of
the LZ; the 6™ Company was located to the southeast; and the 5" Company was in reserve approximately
500 meters behind the assault elements. The battalion's weapons platoon was in support about 1,000 meters
to the south of the battalion.
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Charlie Company Sweeps at EMNT
15 February

On the moming of February 15", Charlie Company planned to send three sweeps out to see if the enemy
had managed to get close to the perimeter during the night. Sweeps from 1st and 3rd Platoons made enemy
contact almost simultaneously. The 1st Platoon sweep to the southeast inmediately became pinned down,
while the 3rd Platoon sweep to the southwest was able to break contact and withdraw safely back to the
perimeter. The Second Platoon sweep never made it out.
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A View of the Battlefield
15 February

Photograph courtesy Dennis Witt. A view of the battlefield on the moming of the 15" taken looking out of
the firing port of a 2™ Platoon bunker during the battle. At one point an NVA soldier had managed to crawl
close enough to toss a hand grenade through this firing port and wound all four 2™ platoon men inside the
bunker. SP4 Witt, assisted by one of the wounded, manned the bunker for several hours. It wasn't until
Alpha Company arrived later in the day that Witt was finally able to return to the company TOC.
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Placement of Artillery Fire
15 February

February 15, 1967

LEGEND

B 'nitial ARTY
] Initial Air
[} shift ARTY for Air

Artillery fires were well executed and very effective. Between the FO and FAC, the NVA suffered significant
losses with their decision not to dig in. Because of LZ’s location, the only artillery support that could be

provided came from the 16" Artillery's 155mm and 8 inch guns.
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Retrieving a B-40 Rocket Propelled Grenade Launcher
15 February

Photograph courtesy Dennis Witt. An unidentified member of 2™ Platoon races back to the safety of his
bunker after retrieving a B-40 rocket propelled grenade launcher dropped by an NVA soldier earlier during
the attack. The concern was that another NVA might recover the weapon first and fire it at a bunker. This
was one of eight rocket launchers recovered from the battlefield after the battle.
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